Eastern Illinois University

The Keep
Fall 2009

Fall 8-15-2009

ENG 2205-001: Introduction to Literary Studies
Randy Beebe
Eastern Illinois University

Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/english_syllabi_fall2009
Part of the English Language and Literature Commons
Recommended Citation
Beebe, Randy, "ENG 2205-001: Introduction to Literary Studies" (2009). Fall 2009. 73.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/english_syllabi_fall2009/73

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the 2009 at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in Fall 2009 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.

2009

Office Hours: T, 9:30-11 :00; W, 8:30-10:00;
R, 9:30-11 :00 & by appointment

Professor Randy Beebe
Office: 3841 Coleman Hall
Phone (0) 581-5013
e-mail: rlbeebe@eiu.edu

Texts
• Falling into Theory: Cof!flicting Views on Reading Literature. Ed. David H. Richter.
• Holman Handbook to Literature.
• The Turn of the Screw, Henry James.
• The House of Mirth, Edith Wharton.
• The Tempest, William Shakespeare.
• Addition readings will be available through Booth Library electronic rese1-ve (or other online resource) or
handed out in class.
Course Description
This course is designed to introduce you to the major questions, critical practices, and theoretical schools
underlying literary studies. The English Department has designed this course as a "gateway" course to the
major-a foundational course to help read and write more analytically, understand research tools and
methodologies in literary studies, become acquainted with central questions and controversies in the study of
literature. In short, this course will help you become a better English major.
The rationale behind such a mission is a simple one: to make you more critically self-aware about how and
why you read and write. Or, to use focus questions used by one of our texts, why do we read what we read?
What do we read? and How do read? As we'll be discussing this semester, these questions have been asked
for generations, and although the answers sometimes change (or may seem to), the need to ask these
questions in the first place is one of the most vital components of literature and one that this course will help
you better understand.
Requirements
• 3 Papers (@ 10%)
• Final Paper
• Midterm Exam
• Final Exam (cumulative)
• Quizzes & Response Papers
• Participation

30%
15%
10%
15%
15%
15%

Course Format & Activities
This course is primarily a discussion-based course. As such, your success depends upon your active
involvement in class discussion and your commitment to careful, close, and sustained reading. Your primary
activity in class is twofold: to listen closely to the conversation and engage it actively. Outside of class, your
primary activity is to read as much as possible and to prepare for class conversation-which may mean
secondary research, looking up words or concepts, preparing response papers, or writing down thoughts and
ideas (the latter is particularly good if you're shy about speaking in class). My primary job is to provoke you
to do both activities well and to assess your progress.
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Plenary Meeting of All Sections of 2205
On four occasions this semester-Sept. 10, Oct. 1and15, and Nov. 12-all three sections of 2205 will
convene for an evening plenary session. These will take place at 7:30 p.m. in Coleman Lecture Hall, and the
three instructors for 2205 this fall (Professors Hanlon, Vietto, and myself) will be presenting on various
topics related to literary studies. All sections of 2205 are reading the same texts this semester, and so the
plenary sessions will be a way for our section to check in on the conversations of the other sections. The
other instructors and I have developed these sessions to relate directly to class instruction. We believe you
will find them engaging, provocative, and a good opportunity to see yourself as part of a community of
critical readers. I'll be discussing more of this in the coming days.
Attendance is mandatory and a short writing assignment will be required. If you have a Thursday evening
class or anticipate another unavoidable conflict with any of these sessions, please let me know so we can
arrange for alternative assignments.
Submitting Papers
Minor assignments and response papers are due in class without exception. Major writing projects, however,
may be turned in to me (or in my mailbox) by 4:00 p.m. on the day they are due.
Late Papers
Late assignments will be deducted one letter grade for each calendar day they are late. If you encounter
unexpected difficulties in completing your work, please talk to me before the due date.
Revision Policy
I usually allow students to revise papers. However, you must speak with me before you revise and you must
turn in the revision within a week of our conference. Please turn in your original paper with your revision.
Conferences
The reading for this course will be challenging at times. Therefore, it is important for you to come to me
with questions or to discuss specific concerns or just to get some extra help. No question is too small Also,
feel free to talk with me about your writing projects. I will be happy to look over your work or help you
brainstorm. Unless we have made prior arrangements, please do not send me drafts of your work for review.
All conversations about your written work should be done in class or in a conference visit.
Attendance Policy
You need to attend every class session. I generally allow two to three absences-no questions asked. On the
fourth absence-and for every absence thereafter-I will deduct one letter grade from your final grade. For
example, if your final grade computes to a "B" and you have five absences, then you will receive a "D" for
the course. Six or more absences equates to an automatic "F" for the course. For any day that you are not in
class, it is your responsibility to find out what was covered, new assignments given, changes in the syllabus, or
any homework due for the next meeting. If you want an absence to be counted as excused, please submit
proper verification to me-and in person-within one week of the date in question.
Reading Schedule
I will handout a reading schedule within the next few class sessions, which will include approximate due dates
for the various assignments.
Electronic Writing Portfolio
This course is a writing-intensive course and, as such, your papers satisfy the requirements for the Electronic
Writing Portfolio. If you plan on using work from this course for your EWP, I ask that you complete this
before the last two weeks of the semester.
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Computer/ Cell Phone Etiquette
You're welcome to bring your notebook computer to class. However, I ask that you observe common rules
of etiquette and decorum when you use it. In brief, you may use it to take notes, but I ask that you not use it
for anything not directly related to class work.
**Please turn off (or mute) cell phones or any other PDA. Out of respect for the class and the integrity
of class activities, absolutely no text messaging during class is allowed.
Students with Disabilities
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, please contact the
Coordinator of the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible.

